ABOUT THE CHELM-ON-THE-MED© PRODUCTION STAFF

Chelm-on-the-Med News for Television

DANIELLA ASHKENAZY – DIRECTOR-PRODUCER & SCRIPTWRITER Daniella Ashkenazy is a seasoned bilingual Israeli journalist.  Born in Washington DC, she made aliyah in 1968.  Her commentary, news analysis and humor-satire include regular columns that have been carried by Israel Scene, Haolam Hazeh and The Jerusalem Post.  Her major features – both serious and light have appeared in print media ranging from Yediot Aharonot  and the Jerusalem Post magazine to The Washington Jewish Week  and international magazines such as The Word & I and ID design magazine. Ashkenazy’s features and cover stories in Davar’s prestigious weekend magazine were often quoted on Israeli radio on Fridays among the best articles in the weekend papers.  Between 2003-2006 she served as chief researcher and writer for the New York advocacy entity Myths & Facts writing two books and countless white papers and op-eds on aspects of the Israeli-Arab conflict. Today Ashkenazy mainly writes features for the Jerusalem Post. In March 2009 she launched Chelm-on-the-Med© Online – a news website in English that reports and archives the best zany or piquant news stories in the Hebrew press – written in a signature tongue-in-cheek style.  Chelm-on-the-Med© Productions is the televised arm of Chelm-on-the-Med© Online. 

AVI KATZ – ILLUSTRATOR  Avi Katz is a veteran Israel illustrator, painter and cartoonist.  Born in Philadelphia, he made aliyah in 1970 and is a graduate of the Bezalel Art Academy with a major in fine arts.  Avi Katz has been the staff artist of The Jerusalem Report since its first issue in 1990.  Katz has created comics in the Israeli press and animation for Israeli TV.   He has illustrated over 150 books for children in Israel and the U.S.  His work has won numerous awards – the most recent for The JPS Illustrated Children's Bible which he illustrated, that won the 2009 National Jewish Book Award, and was also declared a 2009 Sidney Taylor notable.  He is also a co-recipient for a second 2009 Sidney Taylor award for his illustrations of The Waiting Wall.  In addition, Katz's book illustrations have won the IBBY Hans Christian Andersen Honors four times, and Israel's Ze'ev Prize seven times.  Avi Katz’s work is on display at the Israel Museum of Caricature, and he has exhibited in one-man or group shows worldwide –  in Israel, the United States, Egypt, Portugal France and Norway.  Katz has illustrated a host of textbooks in Hebrew and English, parallel to multimedia work on educational games and software in Israel and abroad.   He is a member of the international Cartooning for Peace program.  

ELI BEN-ZE’EV – VIDEO EDITOR & SOUND DESIGN  Eli Ben-Ze'ev made aliyah from Atlanta Georgia in 1984. After army service in an elite paratroop unit, he studied sound engineering at the Yoav Gera School of Audio Engineering in Tel Aviv where he was involved in award-winning student films shown in Israeli cinematheques – The First Night and Stand at Ease. Graduating in 2005 at the top of his class, Ben-Ze'ev joined the Memories in Motion video studio, where he served as chief editor. In 2007 he left to establish his own independent audiovisual company MoonSong Productions which offers a broad spectrum of specialties to private and corporate clients – video production that ranges from scripting to film scoring, graphic design and animation. Ben-Ze’ev is also an accomplished instrumentalist,  arranger and composer– a member of Harpo & the Neshamot and Remedy – bands that have performed throughout Israel and in the United States. He is an active contributor to www.spinearth.tv – a global music news website.

VICTORIA FEINERMAN – VOICE TALENT Victoria Feinerman is a professional voice talent who made aliyah from Kansas in 1987.  Working in voiceovers since 2001, Feinerman’s voice has been commissioned for various kinds of projects by numerous high-tech leaders such as Amdocs, Cisco Systems, Comverse, LG Electronics, Nuance Communications, Alvarion and eToro and has been chosen to represent high-profile companies such as Nikon and El-Al Airlines. Her diverse clientele ranges from IDEX Online (The International Diamond & Jewelry Exchange) to Israel’s Sports Channel 5, and includes teaching programs such as Time To Know.  Projects include medical and hi-tech narrations, promotional videos, commercials, educational software, animation, TV and film dubbing, text-to-speech systems, online news, IVR, and more. Beyond the realm of pure vocal work, Feinerman recently debuted on-camera in a series of language-learning videos alongside Israeli entertainer Chani Nachmias. Victoria Feinerman is currently co-founding an association of foreign-language voice talents in Israel.

